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PKF: Who are we?  
If you are thinking of starting a  
career in accounting, why not  
join PKF? We are one of the UK’s  
leading firms of accountants and 
business advisers. 

We have a reputation for combining 
excellence in training with an informal, 
friendly work environment. Being a  
mid-tier firm – and not one of the ‘Big 
Four’ – also works in our favour.  
Because of our size, we’re less 
bureaucratic. We’re also more flexible, 
offering real scope for independent  
ideas and decisive action.

‘Taking the AAT qualification at 
PKF provides students with a huge 
advantage. On the job training and 
structured support throughout their 
studies, means they gain fundamental 
accounting skills that really do aid 
their development.’
 
John Watkins – National Head of Training

PKF has a long history of recruiting 
Association of Accounting Technician 
(AAT) students and continues to do so. 
This provides a reliable and efficient 
resource to the firm; We are also 
recognised as an employer that invests 
highly in its people.

Founded in 1869, the firm is now part of 
PKF International – a global network of 
legally independent firms with a turnover 
of nearly US$1 billion and more than 
12,800 employees operating in over  
100 countries around the world.

We work with a wide range of clients, 
including some of the UK’s leading 
football clubs like Celtic FC, Liverpool 
FC and Fulham FC. Other clients 
include Group 4, Helix, The London 
Underground, the Department of 
Education & Science and Marriott Hotels.

Joining PKF will also mean you are 
likely to get involved in a wide range of 
activities right from the start. A good 
example of this is the cross-section of 
clients we work with, ranging from small 
family-owned businesses, to large PLCs 
in all industry sectors, to major charities 
and public sector bodies.

These clients all benefit from an 
integrated approach based on 
understanding of the key issues facing 
their businesses. This enables us to meet  
their needs at each stage of development 
and allows them to focus on building the 
value of their business, while you build  
your career.
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Michael Warncken (London) was very 
conscious of the reputation accountants have 
when he first joined PKF. ‘In my spare time I like 
to read accountancy books... not really, not all 
accountants are dull! I go out with my mates, 
play football, write songs and play guitar.’ 
 
Michael went into accountancy because maths 
was his strongest subject at school. He wanted 
a career that involved numbers. The idea of a 
career that offered decent pay together with 
good qualification prospects also appealed. He 
was impressed by the diversity of PKF’s trainee 
accountancy schemes. 

‘There just isn’t such a thing as a typical day 
here,” he says. “The division I work in gives 
advice and help about computer software on  
top of the auditing and preparation of accounts, 
so the work varies greatly.’
 
Michael’s AAT course involved day release  
at college every few weeks, together with 
revision courses leading up to exams in 
December and June. 
 
‘Training on the job has a lot of advantages.  
We learn about how all sorts of different 
businesses work and get to put that into 
practice. It really does help you understand 
things.’

Laura Green (Leeds) was very aware when 
she applied for a job with PKF that this was the 
right company for her. ‘I didn’t want to work 
in a small firm as I wanted to get a broader 
experience of clients. I also knew I didn’t want 
to work at any of the ‘Big Four’ firms. In terms  
of size, PKF was ideal.’

As a trainee, she would normally study a couple 
of nights during the week and most of Sunday, 
‘although when it got closer to exam time (about 
four weeks before) study becomes your life!’ 
That was three and a half years ago. Now a fully 
qualified AAT professional, Laura expands on a 
typical day: ‘I get up fairly early and head into 

the office. Once in, I read my emails and start 
work – checking the planning chart to make sure 
I know where I’m going, who I’m meeting etc. 
Some days I spend all day auditing in the office 
– others my feet never touch the ground as I’m 
meeting clients all day.’

Her team have proved themselves to be 
anything but stereotypical accountants: ‘The 
best thing about PKF is the people I work with. 
In the last three years I have made so many 
friends. Even when we’re all having a bad day, 
we can usually manage to cheer each other up.’ 

Deepace Mistry (Leicester) found himself 
pleasantly surprised. ‘When I started at PKF I 
told myself what to expect: lots of admin work! 
Then, suddenly, I was carrying out account jobs 
and assisting on audit. It was great that things 
progressed so quickly.

‘Then again, college is quite intense, so you do 
find yourself learning fast. Luckily the tutors are 
very helpful and have a lot of experience. You 
only have a few days at college to study for one 
unit, but I have found that many of the units I 
have studied at college have linked in with the 
work I do at PKF. This has been very useful both 
from a work and a college point of view.

‘I decided to study for the AAT as it is a  
well-recognised qualification that gives  
on-the-job training. It seemed a better route  
for me than university. I heard about the AAT  
at a school careers event. I wanted to train  
with a top-ten firm, so I decided to try PKF.  
Their location suited me and they were  
offering good training and development.

‘A typical day varies quite a bit. Most of the  
jobs that I carry out involve accounts prep work.  
This involves putting sets of accounts together.  
When going on audit I help assist the seniors.  
I’d certainly recommend this as a route into a 
career. It’s varied, interesting and challenging  
all at the same time.’

www.pkf.co.uk/careers

For information on how to apply, please turn to the back page.
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How to apply 
PKF has an annual intake of AAT 
students each year. If you are interested 
in applying for these positions please 
complete one of the online application 
forms available from the web address 
below. Direct applications are  
not accepted

www.pkf.co.uk/careers

The minimum requirement for 
accessing the course is 280 UCAS 
points. Applicants will also be expected 
to meet the firms’ standard in both 
verbal and numerical psychometric 
tests, as well as undertaking 1st and 
2nd round interviews.

Further information
Choosing a career path is a crucial first 
step to success, so it is imperative that 
you are aware of all the facts and make 
the right choice for you. Some further 
information on a career in accountancy 
can be found on the following sites:

www.aat.co.uk
www.accountingtechnician.co.uk
www.icaew.co.uk
www.accountancyage.co.uk
www.icas.org.uk
www.pkf.co.uk

Alton
Anstey Park House
Anstey Road
Alton
Hampshire  GU34 2RL
Tel: 01420 80444
Fax: 01420 83121 

Birmingham
New Guild House
45 Great Charles Street
Queensway
Birmingham  B3 2LX
Tel: 0121 212 2222
Fax: 0121 212 2300

Bristol
Pannell House
6-7 Litfield Place
Clifton
Bristol  BS8 3LX
Tel: 0117 906 4000
Fax: 0117 974 1238

Cardiff
18 Park Place
Cardiff 
CF10 3PD
Tel: 029 2064 6200
Fax: 029 2064 6201

Derby
Century House
St James’ Court
Friar Gate
Derby  DE1 1BT
Tel: 01332 372936
Fax: 01332 371449

Edinburgh
17 Rothesay Place
Edinburgh   
EH3 7SQ
Tel: 0131 225 3688
Fax: 0131 225 6017

Glasgow
78 Carlton Place
Glasgow 
G5 9TH
Tel: 0141 429 5900
Fax: 0141 429 5901

Great Yarmouth
East Coast House
Galahad Road
Beacon Park
Gorleston
Great Yarmouth
Norfolk
NR31 7RU
Tel: 01493 382500 
Fax: 01493 382525

Guildford
Pannell House
Park Street
Guildford
Surrey 
GU1 4HN
Tel: 01483 564646
Fax: 01483 578880

Ipswich
16 The Havens
Ransomes Europark
Ipswich
Suffolk
IP3 9SJ
Tel: 01473 320700
Fax: 01473 320800 

Leeds
Pannell House
6 Queen Street
Leeds 
LS1 2TW
Tel: 0113 228 0000 
Fax: 0113 228 4242 

Leicester
Pannell House
159 Charles Street
Leicester 
LE1 1LD
Tel: 0116 250 4400
Fax: 0116 285 4651

Lincoln
St Hugh’s
23 Newport
Lincoln  LN1 3DN
Tel: 01522 531441
Fax: 01522 510185

Liverpool
5 Temple Square
Temple Street
Liverpool  L2 5RH
Tel: 0151 237 4500
Fax: 0151 237 4545

London
Farringdon Place
20 Farringdon Road
London  EC1M 3AP
Tel: 020 7065 0000
Fax: 020 7065 0650

Manchester
Sovereign House
Queen Street
Manchester 
M2 5HR
Tel: 0161 832 5481
Fax: 0161 832 3849

Northampton
Beckett House  
14 Billing Road  
Northampton  
NN1 5AW 
Tel: 01604 634843 
Fax: 01604 230086 

Norwich
Cedar House
105 Carrow Road
Norwich 
Norfolk  NR1 1HP
Tel: 01603 615914
Fax: 01603 661626

Nottingham
Regent House
Clinton Avenue
Nottingham 
NG5 1AZ
Tel: 0115 960 8171
Fax: 0115 960 3665

Sheffield
2nd Floor
Fountain Precinct
Balm Green
Sheffield
S1 2JA
Tel: 0114 276 7991
Fax: 0114 275 3538

Associated firms

Dublin
PKF O’Connor Leddy  
& Holmes
Century House
Harold’s Cross Road
Dublin 6w 
Tel: 00 353 1 496 1444
Fax: 00 353 1 496 1637

Guernsey
P.O. Box 296
Sarnia House
Le Truchot
St Peter Port
Guernsey 
Channel Islands
GY1 4NA
Tel: 01481 727927
Fax: 01481 710511

Isle of Man
P.O. Box 16
Analyst House
20-26 Peel Road
Douglas
Isle of Man IM99 1AP
Tel: 01624 652000
Fax: 01624 652001

PKF office list
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PKF (UK) LLP is a limited liability partnership 
registered in England and Wales with registered 
number OC310487. A list of members is 
available at Farringdon Place, 20 Farringdon 
Road, London, EC1M 3AP, the registered office. 
PKF (UK) LLP is authorised and regulated by 
the Financial Services Authority for investment 
business and insurance mediation activities.
The PKF International Association is an 
association of legally independent firms. PKF 
(UK) LLP operates a code of conduct to ensure 
that all types of data are managed in a way 
which complies with the Data Protection Act 
1998. If you do not wish to be informed about 
the services we offer and forthcoming events, 
please contact your local office.  
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